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As we transition into a world with a population surpassing 8 billion people, where climate 
change has altered fundamental natural systems, and in which resources are increasingly 
scarce, law and policy must adapt to help ensure the viability and sustainability of our 
future. We must make difficult choices in order to preserve clean air and clean water, to 
grow sustainable economies, and to steward the planet for future generations. The Center 
for Law, Energy & the Environment (CLEE) is the hub of Berkeley Law’s work in these 
areas. We bring people and organizations together to work towards these goals in California 
and beyond. 

CLEE is a growing institution. Our workload is expanding to meet the increasing number 
of requests from decision makers who need help scoping comprehensive, thoughtful 
solutions. Our research output has doubled this past year, and more than tripled compared 
to five years ago. Our team of experts—working with faculty, students, and partners—links 
legal analysis with policy, science, and technical expertise to develop pragmatic policy 
solutions. We focus on climate and energy, water, oceans, and land use.

In addition to conducting law and policy research, CLEE supports Berkeley Law students 
in their quest to become the next generation of environmental leaders. Among other 
initiatives, we grant certificates of specialization in environmental law and energy law to 
mark those students who dedicate their legal education to these fields. We could not be any 
prouder of the work they accomplish. 

We extend our thanks to all of you in our community of supporters, colleagues, and friends, 
for your help meeting the tremendous challenges facing our state, region, and planet.
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STATE  OF  OUR ENVIRONMENT



CLIMATE  &  ENERGY

Climate change’s disruption of ecosystems worldwide demands an economic 
transformation. In 2018, CLEE leveraged its position at the center of 
stakeholders from government, industry, advocacy, and academia to offer 
pioneering and pragmatic climate policy solutions. 
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MANAGING RISK
•	 Trial by Fire: Managing Climate Risks Facing Insurers in the Golden State examines risks 

to insurers and residents in California as climate change reshapes the risk assessment, market 
dynamics, and liability concepts that underpin industry decision making. 

California has enacted a suite of reforms reflecting several concepts discussed in our report, 
including increasing consumer protections, maintaining insurance availability in high-risk areas, 
and promoting industry innovation in an era of climate change. 

•	 Building upon Trial by Fire, we are launching a Climate Risk Initiative, headed by former 
California Insurance Commissioner Dave Jones. In 2019, he will be researching the risks posed 
by climate change to the insurance and financial sectors and how policy can help these sectors 
better identify, evaluate, and address that risk. 

STATE CLIMATE LEADERSHIP
•	 In advance of the November 2018 election, we collaborated with Resources Legacy Fund to 

develop Priority Policy Solutions for California’s Next Governor, based on three expert 
stakeholder convenings to address California’s pressing water, climate, and wildfire crises. 

Governor Newsom has proposed significant new funding for targeted wildland fire treatment 
activities, in order to reduce fire severity and protect property and human life near the most 
disadvantaged and high fire-risk areas, as recommended in the report.

•	 Beyond the Beltway examines state energy and climate policies to better understand where 
progress is occurring and which states are falling behind. 

With the heft of the fifth-largest economy in the world, California’s leadership on climate policy holds 
sway far beyond its own borders. But the challenges of actually implementing our first-in-the-nation 
climate goals are steep. 

CLEE’s Climate Program has worked diligently to coordinate and build momentum amongst all sectors 
to advance discourse on subjects ranging from bicycle lanes to siting for large-scale solar installations. 
Our recommendations have influenced and supported leaders seeking climate-smart policy innovations, 
while leading media outlets, conference organizers, regulators, and others have requested CLEE’s input 
and assistance on climate policy issues. Some of our key initiatives include:

SUSTAINABLE FREIGHT
•	 Through two reports, Delivering the Goods and Streamlining Sustainability, we examine 

California’s freight system and detail recommendations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and environmental impacts, adapt to technological developments, and maintain economic 
competitiveness.

•	 A third conference report, Policy Solutions to Boost Zero-Emission Freight, summarizes a 
symposium co-organized with UCLA Law that illuminated the technological, financial, and legal 
opportunities to achieve this transformation at the Los Angeles and Long Beach ports.

ZERO-EMISSION VEHICLES
•	 We convened experts from automakers, electric vehicle charging companies, government agencies, 

and nonprofits to map out a scenario in which 100 percent of new vehicle sales are zero-emission, 
following California Assemblymember Phil Ting’s trailblazing but unsuccessful 2018 legislative 
proposal to phase out the sale of new internal combustion engine passenger vehicles. The resulting 
report 100% Zero provides bedrock guidance for Ting’s 2019 legislation (AB 40) to achieve this goal.
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Ethan Elkind at the 2018 Zero-Emission Freight Conference.	 Ted Lamm and Tamara Morgenthau discuss Juliana v. the United States.


